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 Ensemble Music Studies 101
The following applies to Year One Bachelor of Music students.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Unit Outlines

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies One

Unit Code COLMUS101

Unit Description This Ensemble Music unit develops students’ ensemble skills on their instrument or voice  as 
well as their experience of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be 
encouraged to assess and evaluate their own ensemble performance(s) and to set their own 
goals and outcomes.  Class interactions provide the opportunity  to offer and receive constructive 
critiques of   performances;  to enable Ensemble improvement and artistic development; to refine 
student leadership capacities; and to , present professional, artistically diverse, musically 
convincing group performances with strong organisational and collaboration skills. Students will 
acquire  the ability to perform ensemble repertoire to an exemplary high musical and technical 
level.

Students will be guided to employ systematic and corrective rehearsal strategies, utilising self-
directed learning and development. A high degree of stylistic awareness will be fostered and 
reflected through analysis, evaluation and exploration of musical works and performances.

Award(s) Bachelor of Music

Unit Duration One Semester (Twelve Weeks)

Year Level Year One, Semester Two

Unit Coordinator Dr. Mark Gasser

Teaching Staff Lecturer: Dr. Mark Gasser

Core/Elective Core

Pre/Co-requisites Nil

Credit Points 10 credit points

Mode of Delivery x Face to face  
x E-learning (online) 
o Intensive/block mode (where the unit or a face to face component is delivered in a block) 
x Distance/independent learning (un-timetabled) 
x Full-time  
x Part-time  
o External  
x Fast track

Student Workload  
Delivery/ Contact Hours

Number of timetabled hours per week: 
Ensemble music class  – one hour 
Practical session – one hour 
Personal independent study:  six hours 
Total time commitment  per week  over 15 weeks of semester : eight hours.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Select and perform a diverse and varied program of appropriate repertoire as an ensemble musician at a 
standard  appropriate to first year tertiary music;  

2. Demonstrate increasing control of instrumental ability and musicality, including the ability to blend within an 
ensemble; 

3. Establish an increasing openness to a variety of Ensemble styles and developing influences; 
4. Develop technical control and musical fluency, showing sensitivity to other group members, expressive 

elements and performance characteristics, and demonstrating intonation, phrasing, dynamics, 
ornamentation, timing and tonal ensemble balance;

5. Effectively rehearse material for ensemble performance, developing methods for solving technical difficulties 
in performance by analysing and evaluating technical demands and stylistic requirements through self-
directed practice routines;

6. Communicate musical concepts and appropriate ensemble stagecraft technique through effective audience 
engagement; and

7. Develop self-analysis and critical skills through constructive written and verbal analysis of their own and other 
students’ ensemble performances.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resource Requirements • Instrument 
• Video camera (distance students) 
• Web camera (distance students) 
• Computer facilities 
• Video editing software  
• External technical help

Resources Provided • On-campus equipment and performance facilities 
• Online streaming video and additional referencing videos 
• Library resources (see prescribed or recommended texts below)

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies One
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Teaching Outline

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Assessment

All assessments will be undertaken by the unit coordinator and invited guest lecturers / creative practitioners. All 
assessment items must be submitted in order to pass this unit.

Year One

Semester Two

Ensemble MUSIC STUDIES

Regular performances at the weekly one-hour Ensemble Music Studies class will provide the opportunity to 
converse, and be given constructive feedback and improvement methodologies from staff, visiting guest artists 
and fellow students. This will aid in developing technical and musical artistry, as well as refining the ability to 
self-critique students’ own instrumental or vocal ensemble performance.

 All students will keep a reflective journal of their Ensemble performances, practice and feedback which will be 
assessed as part of the unit, with a focus on developing personal philosophies and approaches to Ensemble 
music making which will establish and foster best practice methodologies and life-long learning strategies 
throughout their performing careers. 

The journal-related activities will aid students in refining technical and musical artistry, as well as augmenting 
the ability to self-critique their own instrumental or vocal ensemble performance. Students will learn to identify 
and improve upon collaborative performance hurdles such as dealing with anxiety and nervousness; 
developing the quality of communication and interaction within the ensemble, including  performance 
etiquette; setting realistic expectations; and the ability to blend and balance within the ensemble; and self-
mediating their progress.

Students will collectively focus on real-time practical ensemble playing by performing with others, utilising 
state of the art software such as Tom Play and similar technologies which can augment such music making, or 
a combination of both. Assessments will be in three parts: two practical assessments and one continual 
assessment. The latter will take into account the level of commitment, interaction, involvement, and will reflect 
the scale and evolution of skills and ensemble ability developed throughout the term.
 
This is a participatory, assessable activity; 100% attendance is expected.

Assessment Type When assessed Weighting Learning Outcomes Assessed

Assessment One: Ensemble Performance One 
Ensemble Role Assessment 
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent  to1200 words)

Week Four 30% 1, 2, 3

Assessment Two: Reflective journal  
(Equivalent to 1000 words)

Week Eight 40% 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment Three: Ensemble Performance Two  
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent to 1200 words)

Week Twelve 30% 1, 2, 3
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Assessment Details

Assessment One – Ensemble Performance One  
Due: (to be performed) in Week four
Duration: No shorter than five minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a first-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be encouraged to explore a wide variety of repertoire 
from different historical periods, styles, genres and instrumental / vocal combinations and to become increasingly 
intuitive in reacting and interacting with other ensemble members, as well as blending with the ensemble where 
appropriate. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licences to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment One – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance One 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Assessment Two – Reflective Journal 
Due: Week eight
Length: (equivalent 1000 words)
Weighting: 40%
Description:

Students should complete regular reflections on ensemble performances, and feedback given in the weekly 
Ensemble music music class discussions related to their practice. It is expected that students should perform a 
minimum of six ensemble performances throughout the semester, which will be reflected by this journal.

Students are to present a performance for the weekly Ensemble music class, at a frequency of least one piece 
every two weeks, based on teacher’s allocation, for discussion and review by other enrolled students. The 
assessment will take into account the level of commitment, interaction, ability to blend within the ensemble, 
involvement, and gauge the scale and evolution of skills and collaborative ability developed throughout the term.

https://www.itee.uq.edu.au/filething/get/2393/Guide%20to%20writing%20a%20Reflective%20Journal.pdf

Assessment Two – Marking Criteria Reflective Journal
__________________________________________________________________________________________
HD 85 – 100 
Work of exceptional quality, which demonstrates comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, mastery of 
relevant skills, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and outstanding quality 
in clarity, precision and presentation of work.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
D 75 – 84
Work of superior quality, which demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, 
proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual ability of a high order

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
C 65 – 74
Work of good quality, which displays a good understanding of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant 
skills

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
P 50 – 64
Work of satisfactory quality, which displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a 
sufficient grasp of relevant skills

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
N 0 – 49
Work which is incomplete or displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an inadequate grasp 
of relevant skills

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment Three – Ensemble Performance Two  

Due: (to be performed) in Week twelve
Duration: No shorter than five minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a first-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be encouraged to explore a wide variety of repertoire 
from different historical periods, styles, genres and instrumental / vocal combinations and to become increasingly 
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intuitive in reacting and interacting with other ensemble members, as well as blending with the ensemble where 
appropriate. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licenses to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment Three – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance Two 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prescribed and Recommended Readings
Relevant readings will be available on LMS on a weekly basis 

All written work is to be cited in APA author-date style:

http://www.bibme.org/citation-guide/apa/

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Outcomes

#
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
On completion of the course the student should be able to demonstrate:

Unit 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessments

1 A broad knowledge of the applied, theoretical and historical basis of the discipline 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

2 A depth of disciplinary knowledge in a professionally applicable specialisation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 3

3 An understanding of the processes of musical scholarship and research 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 2
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Graduate Attributes

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 The ability to work both independently and collaboratively in diverse and complex 
musical settings

1, 2, 3, 5 1, 2, 3

5 Effective written, verbal and interpersonal communication skills 3, 4, 5 2

6 Critical thinking and analytical skills appropriate to a range of contexts including 
further study

3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

7 The ability to apply specific musical skills to a wide range of professional contexts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

8 The capacity to apply technological and creative solutions to contemporary musical 
practices

1, 2, 3 1, 3

9 The ability to incorporate knowledge from the business and legal fields to a portfolio 
career in the music profession.

#
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
On completion of the course the student should be able to demonstrate:

Unit 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessments

#
Graduate Attribute  
Successful completion of this unit will contribute to the attainment of 
the following graduate attributes:

Unit Learning 
Outcomes

Course 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessments

1 Deep disciplinary knowledge 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 1, 3

2 The ability to apply knowledge and skills in innovative ways 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 3

3 A commitment to lifelong learning 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7

1, 2, 3

4 Effective communication skills for diverse contexts 3, 4, 5 3, 5, 6, 7 1, 2, 3

5 The capacity to work independently and collaboratively 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 2, 3
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Ensemble Music Studies 201
The following applies to Year Two Bachelor of Music students.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Unit Outlines

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies Two

Unit Code COLMUS201

Unit Description This Ensemble Music unit will further develop students’ ensemble skills on their instrument or voice 
and refine their experience of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be encouraged 
to assess and evaluate in greater depth their own ensemble performance(s) to set their own goals and 
outcomes, and to constructively critique the performances of other students to enable collaborative 
improvement and artistic development, refine student leadership, present professional, artistically 
diverse, musically convincing group performances with strong organisational and collaboration skills, 
equipping students to perform ensemble repertoire to an exemplary high musical and technical level. 

Students will employ a systematic and corrective rehearsal strategies, utilising self-direct learning and 
development. A high degree of stylistic awareness will be fostered and reflected through analysis, 
evaluation and exploration of musical works and performances


Students are encouraged to incorporate skills developed in other units in their ongoing ensemble 
performance(s), including Composition and Music Technology.

Award(s) Bachelor of Music

Unit Duration One Semester (Twelve Weeks)

Year Level Year Two, Semester Two

Unit Coordinator Dr. Mark Gasser

Teaching Staff Lecturer: Dr. Mark Gasser

Core/Elective Core

Pre/Co-requisites COLMUS101

Credit Points 10 credit points

Mode of Delivery x Face to face  
x E-learning (online) 
o Intensive/block mode (where the unit or a face to face component is delivered in a block) 
x Distance/independent learning (un-timetabled) 
x Full-time  
x Part-time  
o External  
x Fast track

Student 
Workload  
Delivery/ Contact 
Hours

Number of timetabled hours per week 
• Ensemble music class - one hour 
• Practical session - one hour 
• Tutorial - n/a  
• Personal independent study - six hours 
Total hours per week - eight hours
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Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Select and perform a diverse and varied program of appropriate repertoire as an ensemble musician at a standard  
appropriate to second year tertiary music;  

2. Demonstrate increasing control of instrumental ability and musicality, including  the ability to blend within an ensemble; 
3. Establish an  openness to explore in greater depth a variety of collaborative styles and developing influences; 
4. Further develop technical control and musical fluency, showing sensitivity to other group members, expressive elements 

and performance characteristics, and demonstrating intonation, phrasing, dynamics, ornamentation, timing and tonal 
ensemble balance;

5. Effectively rehearse more complexed material for ensemble performance, developing methods for solving technical 
difficulties in performance by analysing and evaluating technical demands and stylistic requirements through self-directed 
practice routines;

6. Communicate musical concepts and appropriate ensemble stagecraft technique through effective audience engagement; 
and

7. Further develop self-analysis and critical skills through constructive written and verbal analysis of their own and other 
students’ ensemble performances.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resource 
Requirements

• Instrument 
• Instrumental tutor (specialist instruments only) 
• Video camera (distance students) 
• Web camera (distance students) 
• Computer facilities 
• Video editing software  
• External Technical Help

Resources 
Provided

• On-campus equipment and performance facilities 
• Online streaming video and additional referencing videos 
• Library resources (see prescribed or recommended texts below)

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies Two
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Teaching Outline

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Assessment

All assessments will be undertaken by the unit coordinator and invited guest lecturers / creative practitioners. All 
assessment items must be submitted in order to pass this unit.

Year 2

Semester 2

Ensemble MUSIC STUDIES

Regular performances at the weekly one-hour Ensemble Music Studies class will provide the opportunity to converse, and 
be given constructive feedback and improvement methodologies from, staff, visiting guest artists and fellow students. This 
will aid in further refining technical and musical artistry, as well as continuing to develop the ability to self-critique their own 
instrumental or vocal ensemble performance.

 All students will keep a reflective journal of their collaborative performances, practice and feedback which will be 
assessed as part of the unit, with a focus on developing personal philosophies and approaches to collaborative music 
making which will establish and foster best practice methodologies and life-long learning strategies throughout their 
performing careers. 

This will aid in augmenting technical and musical artistry, as well as the ability to self-critique their own instrumental or 
vocal ensemble performance. Students will learn continue to identify and improve upon collaborative performance hurdles 
such as dealing with anxiety and nervousness; develop the quality of communication and interaction within the ensemble: 
performance etiquette; setting realistic expectations; the ability to blend and balance within the ensemble; and self-
mediating their progress.

Students will collectively focus on real-time practical ensemble playing by performing with others, utilising state of the art 
software such as Tom Play and similar technologies which can augment such music making, or a combination of both. 
Assessments will be in three parts, two practical assessments and one continual assessment. The latter will take into 
account the level of commitment, interaction, involvement, and gauge the scale and evolution of skills and collaborative 
ability developed throughout the term.
 
This is a participatory, assessable activity; 100% attendance is expected.

Assessment Type When assessed Weighting Learning Outcomes 
Assessed

Assessment one: Ensemble Performance One  
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent 1200 words)

Week four 30% 1, 2, 3, 

Assessment two: reflective journal  
(Equivalent 1000 words)

Week eight 40% 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment three: Ensemble Performance Two  
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent 1200 words)

Week twelve 30% 1, 2, 3
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Assessment Details
Assessment One – Ensemble Performance One  

Due: (to be performed) in Week four
Duration: No shorter than eight minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a second-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be encouraged to explore in greater depth a wide 
variety of repertoire from different historical periods, styles, genres and instrumental / vocal combinations and to 
become increasingly intuitive in reacting and interacting with other ensemble members, as well as blending with 
the ensemble where appropriate. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licences to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment One – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance One 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Assessment Two – Reflective Journal 
Due: Week eight
Length: (equivalent 1000 words)
Weighting: 40%
Description:

Students should complete regular reflections on ensemble performances, and feedback given in the weekly 
Ensemble music music class discussions related to their practice. It is expected that students should perform a 
minimum of six ensemble performances throughout the semester, which will be reflected by this journal.
Students are to present a performance for the weekly Ensemble music class, at a frequency of least one piece 
every two weeks, based on teacher’s allocation, for discussion and review by other enrolled students. The 
assessment will take into account the level of commitment, interaction, ability to blend within the ensemble, 
involvement, and gauge the scale and evolution of skills and collaborative ability developed throughout the term.

https://www.itee.uq.edu.au/filething/get/2393/Guide%20to%20writing%20a%20Reflective%20Journal.pdf 

Assessment Two – Marking Criteria Reflective Journal
__________________________________________________________________________________________
HD 85 – 100 
Work of exceptional quality, which demonstrates comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, mastery of 
relevant skills, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and outstanding quality 
in clarity, precision and presentation of work.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
D 75 – 84
Work of superior quality, which demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, 
proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual ability of a high order

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
C 65 – 74
Work of good quality, which displays a good understanding of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant 
skills

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
P 50 – 64
Work of satisfactory quality, which displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a 
sufficient grasp of relevant skills

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
N 0 – 49
Work which is incomplete or displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an inadequate grasp 
of relevant skills

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment Three – Ensemble Performance Two  
Due: (to be performed) in Week twelve
Duration: No shorter than eight minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a second-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will be encouraged to explore in greater depth a wide 
variety of repertoire from different historical periods, styles, genres and instrumental / vocal combinations and to 
become increasingly intuitive in reacting and interacting with other ensemble members, as well as blending with 
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the ensemble where appropriate. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licences to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment Three – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance Two 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prescribed and Recommended Readings
Relevant readings will be available on LMS on a weekly basis 

All written work is to be cited in APA author-date style:

http://www.bibme.org/citation-guide/apa/

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Outcomes

# Course Learning Outcomes Unit Learning 
Outcomes Assessments

1 A broad knowledge of the applied, theoretical and historical basis of the discipline 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

2 A depth of disciplinary knowledge in a professionally applicable specialisation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 3

3 An understanding of the processes of musical scholarship and research 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 2
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Graduate Attributes

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 The ability to work both independently and collaboratively in diverse and complex 
musical settings

1, 2, 3, 5 1, 2, 3

5 Effective written, verbal and interpersonal communication skills 3, 4, 5 2

6 Critical thinking and analytical skills appropriate to a range of contexts including 
further study

3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

7 The ability to apply specific musical skills to a wide range of professional contexts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

8 The capacity to apply technological and creative solutions to contemporary musical 
practices

1, 2, 3 1, 3

9 The ability to incorporate knowledge from the business and legal fields to a portfolio 
career in the music profession

# Course Learning Outcomes Unit Learning 
Outcomes Assessments

#
Graduate Attribute  
Successful completion of this unit will contribute to the attainment 
of the following graduate attributes:

Unit Learning 
Outcomes

Course 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessments

1 Deep disciplinary knowledge 1, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 1, 4

2 The ability to apply knowledge and skills in innovative ways 2, 3, 6 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 4

3 A commitment to lifelong learning 2, 3, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7

2, 4

4 Effective communication skills for diverse contexts 2, 3, 4, 5 3, 5, 6, 7 3, 4

5 The capacity to work independently and collaboratively 1, 2, 3, 6 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 2, 3, 4
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Ensemble Music Studies 301
The following applies to Year Three Bachelor of Music students.

Unit Outlines

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies Three

Unit Code COLMUS301

Unit Description This Ensemble Music unit will further refine and coalesce students’ ensemble skills on their 
instrument or voice and experience of working collaboratively as part of a group. Students will 
be encouraged to assess and evaluate in ever increasing depth their own ensemble 
performance(s) to set their own goals and outcomes, and to constructively critique the 
performances of other students to enable collaborative improvement and artistic development, 
refine student leadership, present professional, artistically diverse, musically convincing group 
performances with strong organisational and collaboration skills, equipping students to perform 
ensemble repertoire to an exemplary high musical and technical level. 

Students will employ a systematic and corrective rehearsal strategies, utilising self-direct 
learning and development. A high degree of stylistic awareness will be fostered and reflected 
through analysis, evaluation and exploration of musical works and performances


Students are encouraged to incorporate skills developed in other units in their ongoing 
ensemble performance(s), including Composition and Music Technology.

Award(s) Bachelor of Music

Unit Duration One Semester (Twelve Weeks)

Year Level Year three, Semester two

Unit Coordinator Dr. Mark Gasser

Teaching Staff Lecturer: Dr. Mark Gasser

Core/Elective Core

Pre/Co-requisites COLMUS201

Credit Points 10 credit points

Mode of Delivery x Face to face  
x E-learning (online) 
o Ontensive/block mode (where the unit or a face to face component is delivered in a block) 
x Distance/independent learning (un-timetabled) 
x Full-time  
x Part-time  
o External  
o Fast track

Student Workload  
Delivery/ Contact Hours

Number of timetabled hours per week 
Ensemble music class - one hour 
Practical session - one hour 
Tutorial - n/a  
Personal independent study - six hours 
Total hours per week - eight hours
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Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Select and perform a diverse and varied program of appropriate repertoire as an ensemble musician at a standard  
appropriate to third year tertiary music;  

2. Demonstrate an ever increasing control of instrumental ability and musicality, including the ability to blend within an 
ensemble; 

3. Establish an openness and explore in greater depth a variety of Ensemble styles and developing influences; 
4. Further develop and refine technical control and musical fluency, showing sensitivity to other group members, expressive 

elements and performance characteristics, and demonstrating intonation, phrasing, dynamics, ornamentation, timing and 
tonal ensemble balance;

5. Effectively rehearse ever more complexed material for ensemble performance, developing methods for solving technical 
difficulties in performance by analysing and evaluating technical demands and stylistic requirements through self-directed 
practice routines;

6. Communicate advanced musical concepts and appropriate ensemble stagecraft technique through effective audience 
engagement; and

7. Further develop self-analysis and critical skills through constructive written and verbal analysis of their own and other 
students’ ensemble performances.

Teaching Outline

Resource Requirements • Instrument 
• Video camera (distance students) 
• Web camera (distance students) 
• Computer facilities 
• Video editing software  
• External technical help

Resources Provided • On-campus equipment and performance facilities 
• Online streaming video and additional referencing videos 
• Library resources (see prescribed or recommended texts below)

Unit Name Ensemble Music Studies Three

Year Three

Semester Two

Ensemble MUSIC STUDIES

Regular performances at the weekly one-hour Ensemble Music Studies class will provide the opportunity to converse, 
and be given constructive feedback and improvement methodologies from, staff, visiting guest artists and fellow students. 
This will aid in developing technical and musical artistry, as well as refining the ability to self-critique their own 
instrumental or vocal ensemble performance.

 All students will keep a reflective journal of their collaborative performances, practice and feedback which will be 
assessed as part of the unit, with a focus on developing personal philosophies and approaches to collaborative music 
making which will establish and foster best practice methodologies and life-long learning strategies throughout their 
performing careers. 

This will aid in further refining technical and musical artistry, as well as augmenting the ability to self-critique their own 
instrumental or vocal ensemble performance. Students will learn to identify and improve upon collaborative performance 
hurdles such as dealing with anxiety and nervousness; develop the quality of communication and interaction within the 
ensemble: performance etiquette; setting realistic expectations; the ability to blend and balance within the ensemble; and 
self-mediating their progress.

Students will continue to focus on real-time practical ensemble playing by performing with others, utilising state of the art 
software such as Tom Play and similar technologies which can augment such music making, or a combination of both. 
Assessments will be in three parts, two practical assessments and one continual assessment. The latter will take into 
account the level of commitment, interaction, involvement, and gauge the scale and evolution of skills and collaborative 
ability developed throughout the term. This is a participatory, assessable activity; 100% attendance is expected.
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Student Assessment

 All assessments will be undertaken by the unit coordinator and invited guest lecturers / creative practitioners. All 
assessment items must be submitted in order to pass this unit. 

Assessment Details
Assessment One – Ensemble Performance One  
 
Due: (to be performed) in Week four
Duration: No shorter than ten minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a third-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group in the first two years of study. Students will be encouraged to refine 
their ensemble skills; explore an ever widening scope of repertoire from different historical periods, styles, genres 
and instrumental / vocal combinations in greater depth; react and interact with other ensemble members; blend 
with the ensemble where appropriate; with increasing conviction, connection and mature artistry. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licences to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment One – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance One 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment Type When assessed Weighting Learning Outcomes 
Assessed

Assessment one: Ensemble Performance One  
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent 1200 words)

Week four 30% 1, 2, 3

Assessment Two: Reflective Journal  
 
(Equivalent 1000 words)

Week eight 40% 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment three: Ensemble Performance Two  
(Ensemble Member) 
(Equivalent 1200 words)

Week twelve 30% 1, 2, 3
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C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment Two – Reflective Journal 
Due: Week eight
Length: (equivalent 1000 words)
Weighting: 40%
Description:
Students should complete regular reflections on ensemble performances, and feedback given in the weekly 
Ensemble music music class discussions related to their practice. It is expected that students should perform on a 
minimum of six occasions throughout the semester, which will be reflected by this journal.

Students are to present a performance for the weekly Ensemble music class, at a frequency of least one piece 
every two weeks, based on teacher’s allocation, for discussion and review by other enrolled students. The 
assessment will take into account the level of commitment, interaction, involvement, and gauge the scale and 
evolution of skills and collaborative ability developed throughout the term.

Assessment Two – Marking Criteria Reflective Journal
__________________________________________________________________________________________
HD 85 – 100 
Work of exceptional quality, which demonstrates comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, mastery of relevant 
skills, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and outstanding quality in clarity, precision 
and presentation of work.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
D 75 – 84
Work of superior quality, which demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in 
relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual ability of a high order

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
Work of good quality, which displays a good understanding of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
P 50 – 64
Work of satisfactory quality, which displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of 
relevant skills

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
N 0 – 49
Work which is incomplete or displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an inadequate grasp of relevant 
skills

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Assessment Three – Ensemble Performance Two  

Due: (to be performed) in Week twelve 
Duration: No shorter than ten minutes
(equivalent to1200 words)
Weighting: 30%
Description:

Students are to perform an ensemble work (appropriate to a third-year tertiary standard) prescribed by the unit 
coordinator that demonstrates their developing ensemble skills on their instrument or voice and their experience 
of working collaboratively as part of a group in the first two years of study. Students will be encouraged to refine 
their ensemble skills; explore an ever widening scope of repertoire from different historical periods, styles, genres 
and instrumental / vocal combinations in greater depth; react and interact with other ensemble members; blend 
with the ensemble where appropriate; with increasing conviction, connection and mature artistry. 

If suitable members/groups are not accessible for the ensemble or for accompaniment, students may perform 
with accompaniment / ensemble technology such as Tom Play, with which the Guild has a formal partnership and 
licences to all twelve thousand interactive recordings for all instruments and voices; or self-sourced backing 
tracks where applicable. 

Assessment Three – Marking Criteria: Ensemble Performance Two 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 HD 85 – 100
An ensemble performance of an outstanding calibre, demonstrating artistic maturity and an exceptional level of 
musical and technical ability, sophisticated or original critical and conceptual analysis and interpretation, and 
exemplary quality of clarity and precision of the repertoire presented.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D 75 – 84
An ensemble performance of superior musical and technical quality, which demonstrated a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, proficiency in relevant skills, and analytical and conceptual 
ability and precision of the repertoire presented. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
C 65 – 74
An ensemble performance of a good musical and technical standard, demonstrating a thorough working 
knowledge of the subject matter and a sound grasp of relevant skills with an adequate quality of clarity and 
precision of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
P 50 – 64
An ensemble performance of satisfactory musical and technical quality, which (despite a few missing points of 
detail) displays an adequate understanding of most of the subject matter and a sufficient grasp of relevant skills of 
the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
N 0 – 49
An ensemble performance of unsatisfactory musical and technical quality which does not meet the required 
standard: work is of an insufficient level, displays an inadequate understanding of the subject matter or an 
inadequate grasp of the relevant skills required of the repertoire presented.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prescribed and Recommended Readings
Relevant readings will be available on LMS on a weekly basis 

All written work is to be cited in APA author-date style:

http://www.bibme.org/citation-guide/apa/
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Course Outcomes

Graduate Attributes

#
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
On completion of the course the student should be able to demonstrate:

Unit 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessment
s

1 A broad knowledge of the applied, theoretical and historical basis of the discipline 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

2 A depth of disciplinary knowledge in a professionally applicable specialisation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 3

3 An understanding of the processes of musical scholarship and research 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 2

4 The ability to work both independently and collaboratively in diverse and complex 
musical settings

1, 2, 3, 5 1, 2, 3

5 Effective written, verbal and interpersonal communication skills 3, 4, 5 2

6 Critical thinking and analytical skills appropriate to a range of contexts including further 
study

3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

7 The ability to apply specific musical skills to a wide range of professional contexts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3

8 The capacity to apply technological and creative solutions to contemporary musical 
practices

1, 2, 3 1, 3

9 The ability to incorporate knowledge from the business and legal fields to a portfolio 
career in the music profession.

#
Graduate Attribute  
Successful completion of this unit will contribute to the attainment of 
the following graduate attributes:

Unit Learning 
Outcomes

Course 
Learning 
Outcomes

Assessments

1 Deep disciplinary knowledge 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 1, 3

2 The ability to apply knowledge and skills in innovative ways 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 3

3 A commitment to lifelong learning 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7

1, 2, 3

4 Effective communication skills for diverse contexts 3, 4, 5 3, 5, 6, 7 1, 2, 3

5 The capacity to work independently and collaboratively 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 1, 2, 3
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